Survey questions sent by text message to phones in Manitou on June 4, 2024

The following is an opinion survey about important issues in Colorado.
This brief survey will only take about 5 minutes of your time, and completing it will help make our community a better place to live. Your opinions matter - even if you're not sure how to answer every question.
*
How likely are you to vote in the November 2024 general elections and ballot initiatives?
· Definitely vote in-person on Election Day
· Probably vote in-person on Election Day
· Definitely vote by mail returning ballot as soon as possible
· Probably vote by mail returning ballot as soon as possible
· Definitely vote by mail returning ballot closer to the election
· Probably vote by mail returning ballot closer to the election
· I do not plan to vote in the November 2024 general election
· Unsure
Generally speaking, would you say things in Manitou Springs are headed in the right direction or off on the wrong track?
· Definitely the wrong track
· Mostly the wrong track
· Mostly the right direction
· Definitely the right direction
· Unsure
If the election was held today, and you had to make a choice, would you vote for the Republican or Democratic candidate for U.S. Congress?
· Definitely the Democratic candidate
· Probably the Democratic candidate
· Probably the Republican candidate
· Definitely the Republican candidate
· Unsure

Thinking about the November 2024 general election...
Would you vote yes or no on the following ballot initiative on the November 2024 ballot?
"Shall the City of Manitou Springs accept a donation of 15 acres of privately owned land from a local landowner that may only be used for additional open space and trail access to benefit the public, enhanced public safety with new and improved emergency evacuation and emergency access routes, and a public road and parking to be built upon the existing railroad grade to relieve traffic congestion and provide a second road to access Ruxton Avenue, Barr Trail, Manitou Incline, and the Cog Railway, for Manitou residents and local businesses, and agree to return the property in three years if not used for these public purposes?"
· Definitely no
· Probably no
· Probably yes
· Definitely yes
· Undecided
The following is information about the Ruxton Avenue Access Road ballot initiative that you may hear or see in the news or in advertisements. Please select whether the information makes you more or less likely to vote for a Ruxton Avenue Access Road ballot initiative.
(following questions were presented in random order)
*
A second access road with fire hydrants will serve as a fire break that would protect lives and property in the event of a wildfire in Manitou Springs.
· Much less likely
· Somewhat less likely
· Makes no difference
· Somewhat more likely
· Much more likely
· Unsure
*
The proposed alternative access road will result in several additional community benefits including donation of approximately 15 acres of land in upper Ruxton Canyon to the City of Manitou Springs for public open space and new trail connections to the Ute Indian Trail and the Ring the Peak Trail.
· Much more likely
· Somewhat more likely
· Makes no difference
· Somewhat less likely
· Much less likely
· Unsure
*
Ruxton Avenue is highly congested during fire season. Many Manitou Springs residents and tourists rely on Ruxton Avenue for evacuation in case of emergency and do not have alternative routes. A new alternative access road will help residents more quickly evacuate from upper Ruxton Canyon in the event of a wildfire or other emergency.
· Much more likely
· Somewhat more likely
· Makes no difference
· Somewhat less likely
· Much less likely
· Unsure
*
Parking on Ruxton Avenue is very limited for Manitou residents and tourists visiting the Manitou Incline, Barr Trailhead, and the Cog Railway. A parking lot for residents and trail users could be constructed on a portion of the land to be donated to the City of Manitou Springs in conjunction with the alternative access road.
· Much less likely
· Somewhat less likely
· Makes no difference
· Somewhat more likely
· Much more likely
· Unsure
*
Colorado Springs Utilities has scheduled replacement of the large aging water pipelines along Ruxton Avenue to begin in 2025. The replacement of the pipelines will require two to three years of construction necessitating lengthy lane closures and detours. A second access road between upper Ruxton Avenue and Manitou Avenue will minimize impacts of lane closures and detours on Ruxton Avenue during replacement of the pipelines, as well as help emergency vehicles maintain fast response times.
· Much more likely
· Somewhat more likely
· Makes no difference
· Somewhat less likely
· Much less likely
· Unsure
*
Ruxton Avenue is highly congested every day with traffic from Manitou Springs residents and tourists visiting the Manitou Incline, Barr Trailhead and Cog Railway. A second access road will reduce congestion and improve vehicle and pedestrian safety on Ruxton Avenue.
· Much less likely
· Somewhat less likely
· Makes no difference
· Somewhat more likely
· Much more likely
· Unsure
*
In the past 12 months, emergency service providers responded to many emergencies involving residents and tourists in upper Ruxton Canyon. A second access road will improve access for emergency service vehicles and speed up emergency response times to protect Manitou Springs residents.
· Much less likely
· Somewhat less likely
· Makes no difference
· Somewhat more likely
· Much more likely
· Unsure

Now knowing this information...
Would you vote yes or no on the following ballot initiative on the November 2024 ballot?
"Shall the City of Manitou Springs accept a donation of 15 acres of privately owned land from a local landowner that may only be used for additional open space and trail access to benefit the public, enhanced public safety with new and improved emergency evacuation and emergency access routes, and a public road and parking to be built upon the existing railroad grade to relieve traffic congestion and provide a second road to access Ruxton Avenue, Barr Trail, Manitou Incline, and the Cog Railway, for Manitou residents and local businesses, and agree to return the property in three years if not used for these public purposes?"
· Definitely yes
· Probably yes
· Probably no
· Definitely no
· Undecided

And now several final questions for statistical purposes only to ensure this is an accurate and representative survey...
Are you female or male?
· Male
· Female
*
What age range do you fall within?
· 18 - 29
· 30 - 44
· 45 - 54
· 55 - 64
· 65+
*
How are you registered to vote in Colorado? You may consider yourself of a different party, but what does your voter registration card show?
· Other
· Democrat
· Unaffiliated or Independent
· Republican
· Unsure
*
And thinking about your views toward politics and government, would you say you are...
· Very conservative
· Somewhat conservative
· Moderate
· Somewhat liberal
· Very liberal
· Unsure
*
How long have you lived in Manitou Springs?
· Less than 3 years
· Between 3 - 10 years
· Between 11 - 20 years
· Between 21 - 30 years
· More than 30 years
· Unsure
*
What annual household income range do you fall within out of the following options?
· Less than $25,000
· $25,000 - $49,999
· $50,000 - $74,999
· $75,000 - $99,999
· $100,000 - $124,999
· $125,000+
· Unsure
*
Which of the following best describes your race or ethnicity?
· Asian or Pacific Islander
· Hispanic or Latino
· Black or African American
· White or Caucasian
· Other
· Unsure
*
Thinking back, who did you vote for in the 2020 election for President?
· Did not vote in 2020
· Another candidate
· Democrat Joe Biden
· Republican Donald Trump
· Unsure
*
What's the highest level of education you have completed?
· Some high school
· High school diploma/GED
· Technical Certification
· Some college or Associate's Degree
· Four-year undergraduate or Bachelor's Degree
· Graduate degree or further
· Unsure
-The end of the Survey

